RHEUMATOLOGIC
DERMATOLOGY
SOCIETY

2026 ANNUAL MEETING
NOVEMBER 7, 2026 - ORLANDO, FL

PRELIMINARY AGENDA
NOVEMBER 7, 2026 - All times are Eastern time (ET)

7:00 - 8:00 AM Registration, Exhibit Hall, and Poster Hall Open

7:30 - 8:00 AM Breakfast & Product Theater
Breakfast is hosted by RDS for attendees staying for the breakfast talk.
Product theater is sponsored by argenx.

8:00 - 8:10 AM Welcome & Opening Remarks
Joseph Merola, MD, MMSc

8:10 - 8:50 AM Lupus Keynote
Risk Profiling of Patients at Risk for SLE
Speaker: Judith James, MD

8:50 - 9:35 AM Lupus Oral Abstract Session and Q&A Session

Daxdilimab in Moderate-to-Severe Discoid Lupus Erythematous: Efficacy and
Safety Results from a Phase 2, Randomized, Placebo-controlled Trial
Victoria P. Werth, MD

Professor of Dermatology and Medicine, Perelman School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania
Chief, Dermatology, Philadelphia VA Medical Center

Defining Clinically Meaningful Change in Cutaneous Lupus Erythematosus Disease
Area and Severity Index-Activity (CLASI-A) Scores: Data from AMETHYST Part A,
a Phase 2 Study of Litifilimab in Cutaneous Lupus Erythematosus (CLE)

Anthony P. Fernandez, MD, PhD

Director of Medical and Inpatient dermatology, Cleveland Clinic

W.D. Steck Chair of Clinical Dermatology

Co-Medical Director of Continuing Medical Education

Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine, Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine

Keratinocyte Alu RNA is a candidate amplifier of type | interferon activity in

cutaneous lupus
Jeff R. Gehlhausen, MD, PhD

Assistant Professor, Yale University School of Medicine

Q&A



RDS 2026 Annual Meeting agenda - continued

8:50 - 9:35 AM

9:35-10:00 AM

SCLEROSING

Lupus Oral Abstract Session and Q&A Session (continued)

Efficacy and Safety of Litifilimab in Cutaneous Lupus Erythematosus (CLE): 52-
week results of the Phase 2 Study, AMETHYST Part A

Joseph F. Merola, MD, MMSc, FAAD, FACR

Chair of Dermatology, Professor of Dermatology, UT Southwestern Medical Center
Professor of Medicine, Rheumatology, UT Southwestern Medical Center Professor, Peter
O’Donnell Jr. School of Public Health (OSPH)

Anchor outcome-based assessments of clinically meaningful improvement in
Cutaneous Lupus Erythematosus Disease Area and Severity Index activity scores
support current therapeutic endpoints in cutaneous lupus clinical trials

Mayuri Vaish

Medical Student and Dermatology Research Fellow, UT Southwestern Medical Center

Real-World Treatment Patterns in Cutaneous Lupus Erythematosus: Systemic
Corticosteroid Use and Limited Steroid-Sparing Therapy
Victoria Garfinkel and Kimberly Taing

The Effect of Granzyme B on Keratinocyte-Derived Extracellular Vesicle Release
Darae Kang

Q&A

Networking Break | Poster Discussions & Exhibits
Poster Authors Available for Discussion: Lupus & Systemic Sclerosis
Sponsored by Beeline Medicines

Moderator: Avery LaChance, MD, MPH

10:00 - 10:40 AM

10:40 - 11:25 AM

Autoimmune Sclerosing Disease Keynote
Updates in SSc Clinical Trials
Dinesh Khanna, MBBS, MSc

Autoimmune Sclerosing Disease Oral Abstract Session and Q&A Session

Outcomes of Cosmetic Procedures in Craniofacial Linear Morphea: A Multicenter
Study of Disease Recurrence and Patient-Reported Outcomes

Curtis Liu

Medical Student, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center

Long-Term Disease Activity, Damage, and Recurrence in Morphea: A Prospective
Cohort Study

Mayuri Vaish

Medical Student and Dermatology Research Fellow, UT Southwestern Medical Center

Q&A
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10:40 - 11:25 AM Autoimmune Sclerosing Disease Oral Abstract Session and Q&A Session (cont.)

Time to Disease Control and Remission in Adult-Onset Morphea: Real-World
Longitudinal Outcomes From a 25-Year Retrospective Cohort

Zasca-Aisha Ristianto, BS

M4 at NYU Grossman School of Medicine

Spatial orchestration of skin fibrosis by a CD8 T cell-ADAM12+ myofibroblast axis

lan Boothby, MD, PhD
Resident Physician, Department of Dermatology, UCSF

Clinically Available Serum Cytokines correlate with Global Disease Activity,
Severity and Damage in Juvenile Systemic Sclerosis

Jonathan Li, MD

Combined Pediatric and Adult Rheumatology Fellow, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center

Q&A

11:25 - 11:45 AM Networking Break | Poster Discussions & Exhibits
Poster Authors Available for Discussion: Dermatomyositis & Other Abstracts

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM  Lunch buffet opens

12:00 - 12:30 PM Lunch & Product Theater
Transforming Dermatomyositis Treatment
Speaker: Ruth Ann Vleugels, MD, MPH, MBA
Lunch is hosted by RDS for attendees staying for the lunch talk.
Product theater is sponsored by Priovant.

DERMATOMYOSITIS
Moderator: David Fiorentino, MD, PhD

12:30 - 1:10 PM Dermatomyositis Keynote
DMOMS and CDASI
Speaker: Victoria Werth, MD

1:10 - 1:55 PM Dermatomyositis Oral Abstract Session and Q&A Session

Characterization and Development of JADE301, a Half-Life Extended Anti-IFN-[3
Monoclonal Antibody for Treatment of Dermatomyositis
Erin Filbert

Executive Director, Research and Translational Medicine, Jade Biosciences

Autoantibody-Associated Peripheral Immune Patterns in Dermatomyositis
Revealed by Single-Cell RNA Sequencing and Plasma Cytokine Profiling
Satoshi Kamiya

PhD Student, Department of Dermatology, Nagoya University Graduate School of Medicine,
Nagoya, Japan
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1:10 - 1:55 PM

1:55-2:15PM

Dermatomyositis Oral Abstract Session and Q&A Session (continued)

Age-Dependent Molecular Signatures Distinguish Juvenile and Adult
Dermatomyositis Muscle

Rachael Edwards

Biomedical Sciences PhD Candidate, Penn State College of Medicine

Q&A

Keratinocytes retain AHR expression despite altered AHR-associated transcription
in dermatomyositis, and tapinarof opposes the disease signature
Stephanie (Sung Kyung) Cho, MD

Dermatology-Rheumatology Fellow, University of Pennsylvania

Large-scale genetic studies in 2.1 million individuals from the DermatoMyositis
Genetics Consortium (DMGC) revealed shared genetic bases between
dermatomyositis, autoimmune diseases, and cancer

Lujia Song

Association Between Peripheral Neuropathy and Postural Orthostatic Tachycardia
Syndrome in Dermatomyositis
Naomi Gross

Clinical Research Fellow, University of Pennsylvania

Q&A

Networking Break | Poster Discussions & Exhibits
Poster Authors Available for Discussion: Dermatomyositis & Other Abstracts

ADVANCES IN SJOGREN'S DISEASE
Moderator: Anthony Fernandez, MD, PhD

2:15 - 2:55 PM

2:55 - 3:40 PM

Advances in Sjogren's Disease: Clinical Updates, Emerging Therapies, and
Implications for Rheumatology and Dermatology
Speaker: Alan Baer, MD

Other Abstracts and Q&A Session

Toward a Point-of-Care Predictive Model for Systemic Disease in Patients with
Small Vessel Vasculitis of the Skin

Arjun Mahajan, MS

Medical Student, Harvard Medical School

Pathergy in Pyoderma Gangrenosum: A Longitudinal Analysis of Post-Biopsy
Wound Trajectories
Lina M. Ferrari

Q&A
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2:55-3:40 PM Other Abstracts and Q&A Session (continued)

Cutaneous Manifestations and Systemic Treatment Use in Patients with Sjégrens
Disease

Rachael Rowley

Medical Student, Boston University Chobanian & Avedisian School of Medicine

Living with Sjogren’s: Occurrence and Impact of Dermatological Manifestations
Matt Makara, MPH

Sr. Director, Research & Scientific Affairs, Sjogren's Foundation

Q&A
3:40-4:10 PM Emerging Science Lecture

Moderator: TBD
Speaker: Johann Gudjonson, MD, PhD

4:10 - 4:50 PM Case Discussions and Q&A

Cause, Copycat, or Coincidence? Eosinophilic Fasciitis in the Setting of
Helicobacter Cinaedi Bacteremia

Mackenzie R. Martin, MD

PGY-1, Internal Medicine; Incoming PGY-2, Dermatology; NYU Langone Health

Anifrolumab as a potential therapy for refractory vasculopathic ulcers in systemic
lupus erythematosus

Coral Martes-Villalobos

Dermatology, Boston University Chobanian & Avedisian School of Medicine

Symmetric Intertriginous and Flexural Eruption: An Underrecognized Cutaneous
Phenotype of Dermatomyositis
Urmi Khanna, MD

Assistant Professor of Dermatology; Section Chief, Skin of Color; Dermatology; Co-Director Derm
Rheum Clinic
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth

Q&A

Laser-Assisted Delivery of Hyaluronidase for Radiation-Induced Fibrosis of the
Neck in a Patient with Systemic Sclerosis

Kamille Ruiz

Research Fellow, Department of Dermatology, Mass General Brigham / Brigham and Women's Hospital
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4:10 - 4:50 PM Case Discussions and Q&A (continued)

Annular urticarial and pustular dermatosis: expanding the autoinflammatory
phenotype of NOD2 mutation
Sweta Subhadarshani, MD

Assistant Professor, Dermatology Director, Autoimmune Disease and Derm Rheum Research
Fellowship Thomas Jefferson University

Erythrodermic Sarcoidosis: A Rare Presentation of Cutaneous Sarcoidosis
Sadia Tahir, MD
Dermatology Resident PGY-4, Cleveland Clinic

Q&A

4:50 - 5:00 PM RDS Business Meeting, Future Directions & Closing Remarks
Joseph Merola, MD, MMSc

5:00 - 6:00 PM RDS Reception & Networking Event in Exhibit Hall
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